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The Proceedings of the Annual Meeting of 
the Foreign Policy Association, held in New 
York City April 28, 1926, have just come from 
the press and will be distributed to F. P. A. 
members within a week. In addition to the 
Secretary’s report the pamphlet contains ad- 
dresses by Mr. John Foster Dulles and Mr. 
Chester Rowell. 





Entered as second- 
class matter December 
2, 1921, at the Post 
Office at New York, 
N. Y¥., under the act 
of March 8, 1879. 




















MEXICO ENFORCES 


THE CONSTITUTION! 





HE “Kultur Kampf” in Mexico is ap- 

proaching a climax. Since 1857 the 
struggle between Church and State 
has embittered Mexican politics. The 
rigorous new decree issued by the Mexi- 
can Government July 3, characterized by 
the Church as persecution, is, the Mexi- 
can leaders insist, only its latest attempt 
to enforce the provisions of the Constitu- 
tion. 

In form this latest decree does little 
more than enforce the anti-clerical pro- 
visions of the organic laws of 1857 and 
1917. It provides: 


(1) No foreigner may exercise the religious 
profession in Mexico. (2) Education must 
iven in official schools and be secular. No re- 
igious corporation or minister of any creed 
may establish or direct schools of primary in- 
struction. (8) Religious orders, convents and 
monasteries will be dissolved. (4) Any minister 
who incites the public to refuse to acknowledge 
public institutions or to obey the laws will be 
severly punished. (5) No publication, either 
religious or merely showing marked tendencies 
in favor of religion, may comment on national 
political affairs. (6) No organization may be 
formed whose title has any word or any indi- 
cation that it is connected with religious ideas. 
(7) Political meetings may not be held in 
churches. (8) All religious acts must be held 
within the walls of a church. (9) No religious 
order of any creed may possess or administer 
property or capital. (10) The churches are the 
property of the nation. Other ecclesiastical 
properties, such as bishop’s palaces, houses, 
seminaries, asylums, colleges, convents and all 
buildings constructed for religious purposes pass 
into the possession of the nation, the use to which 
they are to be put to be determined by the Gov- 
ernment. (11) Heavy penalties are provided 
for ministerial or other authorities who fail to 
enforce the above provisions. 


The Constitution of 1857 imposed many 
of these disabilities. The Constitution of 
1917 went still further. 

Intermittently, as during most of the 
Diaz period, many of the illegal disabili- 
ties were not enforced. But the revolu- 





tion which overthrew Diaz was strongly 


anti-clerical. Since 1911 there has been 
on the whole an increasing tendency to 
make the letter of the law effective. The 
Mexican leaders insist that only so can 
the Catholic Church be kept out of poli- 
tics. 

How serious the Church considers the 
situation is evident from Pope Pius’ cir- 
cular letter to the Holy See’s representa- 
tives throughout the world, published July 
5. He urges all Catholics to unite in spec- 
ial prayers on August 1 for the cessation 
of the Mexican Government’s attacks. 
Lamenting the recent expulsion of the 
Papal delegate ani other foreign priests 
and ministers, he declares that: 

Under hypocritical forms of pretended 
legality, those controllirg the Government of 
this unhappy nation (Mexico) are carrying 
out true and real persecution against the 
Catholic religion. 

Despite all the reasons urged by the 
Mexican authorities, it is difficult to un- 
derstand why they should have gone so 
far or chosen this particular time when 
they still face serious if not grave eco- 
nomic and fiscal problems. Perhaps Cal- 
les is merely making a concession to the 
more radical of his supporters who al- 
ways see in the Church the chief obstacle 
to Mexican progress. 


JAMES G. MCDONALD. 


Wheat vs. Boots 


CCORDING to a dispatch of July 5 

from Walter Duranty of the New 
York Times, the Soviet Government has 
ordered that all retail prices of manu- 
factured goods be reduced ten per cent 
from the May level by August 1. This 
decree is in anticipation of a bumper 
crop. The prices of agricultural products 
have been dropping and it is feared that 
there will be an even greater dispropor- 
tion than at present between the prices 
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of grain and goods. As Savel Zimand 
has pointed out in his pamphlet on State 
Capitalism in Russia:* 

Russian agriculture represents the bulk of 
the wealth of the country, and the fundamental 
problem of the Soviet Government is to in- 
crease production well above the pre-war total, 
for the peasant is demanding today a higher 
standard than before the war. But while 
the Russian peasant. . . has come into pos- 
session of the land formerly in the hands of 
the noble estate holders . . he is still under 
a disadvantage as a result of the Government’s 
“price policy”. He sells his wheat to the Gov- 
ernment at a low price and has to pay a high 
price for manufactured goods. 

This new move to bring prices of goods 
and grain more on a parity is of course 
the result of pressure from the peasants 
who are indignant to find that goods which 
in the old days cost one bushel of grain 
now cost three of four bushels. 

M. S. W. 
Fascist Enforced Economies 
HE long list of drastic economic de- 
crees promulgated last week by Mus- 
solini is the Fascist answer to the eco- 
nomic riddle confronting the Italian 
State. It violates the tenets of individ- 
ual liberty cherished by democracies, but 
is defended on the ground that it substi- 
tutes the welfare of the State as a whole. 

The problem confronting the Fascist 
Government was critically urgent. Italy 
is faced with a surplus population, a 
shortage of raw materials, an unfavorable 
trade balance and a weak exchange. The 
Fascist solution is direct and ruthless. It 
involves a nine-hour working day instead 
of an eight-hour day, elimination of lux- 
uries, reduction in the cost of living for 
workers and expansion in industrial out- 
put, more effective utilization of natural 
resources and reduction of prices. New 
bars, cafés, cabarets, are to be prohibited. 
Newspapers are to be cut to six pages 
and their numbers decreased. New con- 
struction is to be limited to cheap houses 
for workers; private houses and villas 
are prohibited. 

This vigorous remedy indicates an un- 
derstanding of what is needed to improve 
the trade balance and strengthen ex- 
changes. Less can be said for the methods 


of application. W. T. S. 


Clearing the “Black Spots” 

The Government of India, after decid- 
ing to eliminate their entire opium export 
within ten years, is now turning its at- 
tention to the “black spots” of domestic 
consumption, the districts where exces- 
sive opium eating exists. An interpro- 
vincial conference of ministers of excise 
will be held in September to discuss meas- 
ures to reduce internal consumption, to 
check the smuggling from native states, 
and to secure the cooperation of the states 
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in obtaining a greater degree of uniform. 
ity between their opium policies and that 
of the Indian Government. The Centraj 
Government is also asking the provincia] 
governments to make an unremitting ep. 
deavor to cleanse India of the black spots, 
An analysis of internal consumption age. 
companied by a map showing these “black 
spots” is to be found in the F. P. A. pam. 
phlet “The Opium Situation in India.” 


Britain and Iraq Balance Accounts 

One of the outstanding grievances of 
Iraqi nationalists was settled during the 
last week in June when the British High 
Commissioner announced that the manda- 
tory power would renounce its claim to 
$3,500,000 which Iraq had reluctantly 
agreed to pay on account of transporta- 
tion and communication facilities built 
and maintained by the British military 
administration during the war. The an.- 
nouncement was doubly welcome because 
Iraq recently undertook to pay Turkey 
$2,500,000 in consideration of Turkey’s 
formal cession to Iraq of the province of 
Mosul. Great Britain’s promise to re. 
vise its financial agreement with Iraq will 
encourage a wider acquiescence in the 
recent extension of the British mandate 
from a four year to a twenty-five year 
period. 


Hopes for a prompt settlement by the 
Reichstag of the vexed question of expro- 
priation of Royalist properties* have 
been temporarily dashed by the refusal of 
the Social Democrats to accept the com- 
promise bill introduced by the Govern- 
ment. The Socialists have demanded 
further that the Reichstag be dissolved. 

The action of the Socialists made it 
impossible for the Government to obtain 
the two-thirds majority necessary to pass 
the bill, for the Right parties are opposed 
to it as well, and the Government was 
forced to withdraw the measure on July 
2. Chancellor Marx has said that with 
the failure of the bill, he will take no 
further interest in preventing the law- 
suits between the one-time rulers and in- 
dividual states from taking their regular 
course. 


Memoirs of Halidé Edib. The Century 
Co., New York and London, 1926. Per- 
sonal and political reminiscences of 
Turkey’s foremost woman leader, who 
is internationally known as a littera- 
teur and educator. 

Oil Imperialism: The International 
Struggle for Petroleum, by Louis 
Fischer. New York, International 


Publishers, 1926. A well-written study 
of the military and diplomatic conflicts 
precipitated by international interest 
tn the oil fields of the Middle East. 


*News Bulletin, Vol. IX, No. 33, June 25, 1926, 
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